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From
tragedy
comes
triumph

National
Black
HIV/AIDS
Awareness
Day

STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fresh from graduation from
the communications department at Florida State University (FSU), Talia Carpenter
was excited about her future
prospects.
She studied not only business and communications, but
music and the entertainment
industry as well. She dreamed
of becoming an artist and
repertoire
representative,
which is someone who finds
new musical talent.
While in college, she spent
three summers on military
bases in Okinawa, Japan, Tennessee and Hawaii as part of
Camp Adventure, a humanitarian effort designed to connect
college students with children
on military bases.
Carpenter felt the experience was humbling, and at the
end of the summer, she was in
tears. “We didn’t want to leave
the children,” she reminisced.
After school she planned to
spend some time with her family and then make some final
decisions about her future;
however, nothing in her college career could have prepared her to face the sudden
tragedy awaiting her at home.
Her beloved uncle, Charles
Mack, the only father figure
she had ever known had been
stricken with lung cancer.
“When man plans, God
laughs,” she said. “It was a very
maturing experience.”
As is the case with many
people, Carpenter’s uncle had
See TRIUMPH, page 2

BY MAYA RHODAN
NNPA Washington
Correspondent

Davis had an affection for his students that earned him wide spread respect.



BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – A
legendary educator for more
than three decades in Pinellas County schools, Vyrle
Davis died Fri., Feb. 1 at age
76. His passing has generated a week of tributes and
fond recollections of a
teacher – and later a principal
and an administrator – who
lived for his students.
“Vyrle was certainly one
of the greatest mentors I’ve
ever had, not only from my
junior high days but as an
adult,” said Urban League
president and CEO Watson
Haynes.
“He had a program for

Mozell Reese.
It was a fortuitous alliance for many reasons –
one of which was the new
Mrs. Davis’ talent for making
a good lunch. Back in that
day, teachers were expected
to raise money to help supply
their students with basic material such as pencils and
writing tablets. Davis raised
his share by selling her
chicken sandwiches.
Davis soon went up the
professional ladder. He became assistant principal at
Gibbs High School and in
1973, became principal at St.
Petersburg High School,
which had been an all-white
school steeped in tradition.
Moreover, the county’s

school desegregation policy
had been in effect just two
years, and sometimes the atmosphere turned tense on
campuses. Davis was up to
the task. St. Pete High experienced much less trouble
than other high schools
around the city.
A story Davis sometimes
told probably suggests why.
Gibbs was playing a football game against Dixie
Hollins, which emphasized
its Rebel mascot and liked to
play the song “Dixie.” The
school had no plans to tone
down the music, which
many players and fans found
offensive. Gibbs soon scored
See DAVIS, page 6

The Gathering of Elders continues
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Talia Carpenter

the brightest scholars, then
he turns around and decides
to address the issue of academics of all African-American students with COQEBS
(Concerned Organizations
for Quality Education for
Black Students). Then he decided to include all students.
Vyrle was compassionate
with students and children
and was not afraid to say
what he believed on behalf of
them.”
A Tampa native, Davis
went to Florida A&M University. His first teaching job
in Pinellas County was at Sixteenth Street Junior High,
now John Hopkins Middle
School. The year was 1960,
the same year he married

ST. PETERSBURG –
Mamie Rogers took her
turn at the microphone. It
was now time to tell her
story to the crowd gathered at First Baptist Institutional Church as part of
the African American
Heritage Association’s
MLK Day of Service last
month.
It’s the sharing of elders, a project that aims to
preserve the rich, local
African-American history
by retelling significant

struggles and milestone
in black culture.
Segregation was the
topic. And Rogers wasted
no time, her bluntness
accurately portraying the
effects of discrimination
during one of the most
tumultuous times in
American history.
“St. Petersburg,
when I was growing up,
was complete,” Rogers
explained. “I mean com- Rogers being interviewed by Jon Wilson at the
pletely segregated.”
Heritage Association luncheon on Jan. 21.
And although laughter erupts at her quick everywhere. There was segregated, and all public
wit, everyone knows no escape. Housing was
See ROGERS, page 3
what she meant. It was segregated, busses were

WASHINGTON
(NNPA) – Today is National
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. And according to
activists, there is plenty that
African Americans need to
observe.
There are more than 1.1
million people living with
HIV/AIDS in the United
States, including more than
510,000 African Americans.
“It has been 31 years
since the Centers for Disease Control made the public aware of what HIV/AIDS
is and we’re still seeing
black community disproportionately impacted,” said
C. Virginia Fields, the president and CEO of National
Black Leadership Commission on AIDS.
Although blacks represent only 12 percent of the
U.S. population, they account for 44 percent of new
cases of HIV every year and
44 percent of those living
with HIV. According to the
CDC:
Black women account
for 64 percent of all new
AIDS among women; most
African-American females
are infected through heterosexual relations;
Although black teens
represent only 15 percent of
all U.S. teenagers, they account for 70 percent of all
New AIDS diagnoses
among teens;
The rate of diagnosis of
AIDS among adults was the
highest among black gay
and bisexual men. Younger
men (13-29) accounted for
See AIDS, page 3




                                               

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com



    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Javonte’ Maynor

By Dr. Basha Jordan

www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

Recovery or church?
During the 24 years that I have been
addressing the disease of addiction in my
own life as well as ministering to the needs
of others, both the Church and 12 Step Recovery have played a major role in this
process. There have been many who have
tried to get clean through 12 Step and the
Church, but for them, neither worked.
There have been those who have tried
these methods separately, and it did work.
Some questions may come to mind:
“Which one is better,” or “Which one has
the best track record?”
Based upon my experience, both methods have been beneficial because they
both espouse spiritual principles as the key
to arresting the disease of addiction. The
book “The Basic Textbook of Narcotics
Anonymous” says there is one thing that
will defeat the process of recovery more
than anything else. That is, taking an attitude of indifference or intolerance toward
spiritual principles.
The bible, in Matthew 6:33, says, “Seek
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all other things will be added
unto you.” In order for me to get knowledge of how to arrest the disease of addiction, I had let someone else show me how
to do it.
Surrender and humility are spiritual
principles necessary whether you are in
the Church or a 12 Step Program. Thank
God , I was so tired and hopeless when I
first came into 12 Step Recovery that I listened to anybody who had a track record
of being drug free for a year or more. I
looked at a person who had a year clean
like he was a miracle.
The pain of active addiction, I believe,
is what caused me to realize my powerlessness over my disease and to get humble. I
didn’t know I had a disease of addiction
until coming into the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous. I thought I had a moral
or mental deficiency.

One of the sad commentaries I have experienced is the number of persons who
have gotten clean through a 12 Step, joined
a church, left a 12 Step and relapsed because they cut off their network of people
who could relate to the struggle. Many
times people in the church believe that
those who use drugs are beneath them
and have a false sense of superiority.
Therefore, persons coming out of a 12 Step
Program into the church could be intimidated and believe their addiction “disappeared” and 12 Step meetings are not
necessary. Meeting attendance is vital to
the ongoing process of deliverance.
Before gaining first-hand knowledge
about addiction, through conscientious
study, getting a sponsor, and doing Step
work, I thought I was better than those
who were addicts and alcoholics because I
was in the church, had some formal education and a position as pastor. I was ignorant like many in the world today. I was a
fool and didn’t know it. My daddy used to
say, “He who knows and knows that he
knows, is wise, follow him. But, he who
knows not and knows not that he knows
not is a fool, teach him.”
Many can gain much insight by going
to 12 Step meetings even though you are
not addicted. Staying in the church and 12
Step Recovery, studying the spiritual principles and literature of both, have helped
to made me wiser and better able to help
others in this process. Staying humble and
teachable is very helpful.
If you want help and hope in this arena
of addiction, call (443) 250-9635 or send an
email to ProphetBasha@aol.com. You can
also send a letter by snail mail to Dr. Jordan,
P.O. Box 16622, St. Petersburg, FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to us on WRXB AM
every Saturday from 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s going
on with you today, there is hope for you.” I’m
Dr. J. — be blessed.

PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963

50TH CLASS REUNION

Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High School
in Clearwater will celebrate its 50th year reunion.
Events are scheduled for Fri.-Sun., June 7-9.
Some classmates could not be reached,
so if you have not been contacted, please call
Annie Elliott Gardner 727-581-6361 or
Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646.

We are looking forward to hear from you.

 

began when he was very young. He began
playing when he was around five years old.
His father, Fernando Maynor, was a little
league coach who also coached at a local
high school.
Young Maynor was often with his father,
so he learned the rules of the games and became a pint-sized, sideline coach long before
he was able to play. He has not stopped playing since that time.
Like their son, both parents were involved in neighborhood sports when
they were children. In high school,
Maynor’s mother, the former Pharonda
Green, was a basketball player in high
school and his father played football and
basketball in high school.
Maynor attended Southside Christian
Academy and Southside Middle School before going to Shorecrest High School. As an
elementary and middle school athlete, he
played for the Junior Gladiators. When he
entered Shorecrest High School as a freshman, however, he dropped all other sports
and concentrated on basketball.
He continued to play at Gwinnett High
School in Atlanta, the school from which he
graduated. During his time at Gwinnett,
Maynor led his team to a regional championship in basketball.
In college, he continues to excel, on the
court and in the classroom. The Maynor
family is very proud of him and sees his successes as special blessings. He is described
by his father as, “a quiet, competitive person
who enjoys time with his family and friends.”

Moving from tragedy to triumph
From TRIUMPH, page 1

Come and
celebrate
with your
classmates!

The Weekly Challenger

The Maynor family had to celebrate
without the oldest son this past holiday
season. For this closely knit family, it
really was an unusual time. Until this
past December, they had always been
together during the holidays.
During the entire 2012 fall and winter
quarter, the closest they came to seeing their
beloved athlete and scholar was through online videos and pictures he and his friends
sent in text messages. Javonte’ Maynor was
playing in a tournament that was very important to his team. He is a red-shirt sophomore at California State University in
Bakersfield. Maynor attended Georgia State
University during his freshman year.
“I had a good season on the court and in
the classroom,” Maynor related. “I averaged
11 points per game. My career high was 23
points. In the classroom, I made the dean’s
list for the winter quarter. I just focused on
my classes, and it helped me to overcome
the homesickness I felt.”
Maynor always heard that California was
a lot like Florida, but he doesn’t see the similarities. Unlike Florida, the area he lives in
in California is very hilly, the waves at the
beaches are bigger; the sand seems cleaner
and it seldom rains.
“It is always sunny. I feel good about my
team and what we have accomplished, but it
is hard being so far from home. I can’t wait
to come home,” Maynor said.
In middle school, Maynor liked science
and the marvelous experiments he was able
to perform. Molded leftovers in the refrigerator were garbage to his parents, but for
him, they were a part of a terrific science
project. Whatever was done in class had to
be done a second time, at home.
It was a relief for the whole family when
he moved on to studying more and experimenting less. It was also the time when
Maynor realized that his interests could lead
to a couple of fascinating careers. He decided that he wanted to be an orthopedic
doctor, in addition to playing in the NBA.
Thus, his college major is biology.
Maynor’s love of football and basketball







 
 

  
 

  

 
   
     
 

not made proper preparations
to direct the inevitable course
of events, so she was faced
with making medical decisions, reading through insurance policies and ultimately
making final arrangements.
With much prayer, she
picked herself up from grief,
and started making plans for
her future.
About four months ago,
she went on the FSU website
and confided that, “it was like
divine intervention.”
There was a recruitment
ad for Prudential. The job description looked appealing; it
entailed helping people put
their financial lives in order
and preparing for the future.
Her own future plans started

to fall into place.
She applied, was hired,
began her professional education and is already helping
others avoid the chaos that
she herself experienced last
year. Using Uncle Charlie’s
story as a cautionary tale,
Carpenter advices everyone
to plan.
“He hadn’t planned, so at
the end of the day, it was
chaos and this can be prevented.”
In her spare time, Carpenter can be seen at different events throughout the
community explaining to
parents the necessity of long
term goals and helping them
plan for all eventualities.
Earlier last month, she
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spoke with parents at Child’s
Park YMCA Back to School
Event about helping prepare
financially for their children’s
education, and last Thursday
she made an appearance at
the Wellness Fair in Largo
providing information on
how to get organized and
plan for a healthy financial life.
“There is so much to it,”
she said, “planning for your
children’s college and also
planning, just in case, one
person is left behind and
can’t maintain a reasonable
lifestyle.”
If you would like to discuss long term planning, Talia
Carpenter can be reached at
727-433-3871 or Talia.carpenter@prudential.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fight HIV/AIDS by disclosing status

Stories from St. Pete’s hidden past
From ROGERS, page 1

From AIDS, page 1

60 percent of new HIV infections among black gay
and bisexual men, compared to 28 percent among
whites.
“We’re looking at young
population—of gay men
and young black women,
mainly of child bearing age,
who are most impacted,”
said Fields, who is spending the week in Tampa to
help address local issues
surrounding HIV.
“They did not grow up
seeing the horrors of
HIV/AIDS impact in early
80s, late 70s and into the
90s. They did not see the
fights to bring the attention to the forefront, and
absence of that feeds into
this sense of complacency,” she said.
In 2008, HIV was the
third leading cause of
death for African-American
women and the sixth leading cause of death for
black men ages 25-44.
“People believe that all
they have to do is pop a pill
and they will get cured.
There is no cure yet,”
added Fields.
Although medical advances now allow HIV positive people to maintain a
higher quality of life longer
than ever before, Fields is
right—there is no cure.
Despite the fact that
those who get treated for
the virus can significantly
reduce the likelihood of
transmitting it to others, 72
percent of those living with
HIV are not keeping the
virus
under
control
through treatment.
Act Against AIDS Leadership Initiative, a partnership between the CDC and
minority organizations,
and the black AIDS Institute, based in Los Angeles,
believe the Affordable
Care Act will help lessen
the disparities between
those in and out of care
while living with HIV.
“The full implementation of the Affordable Care
Act will ensure that HIVpositive people have access to the care and
treatment they need to live
full lives,” said Leisha
McKinley-Beach, the director of stakeholder engagement at the Black
AIDS Institute.
Implementing the Affordable Care Act in its en-

Wendy Williams and C. Virginia Fields,
president and CEO of NBLCA attend National
Black Leadership Commission on AIDS Host
25th Anniversary Choose Life Awards on June
7, 2012 in New York City. (Photo by Thos
Robinson/Getty Images for NBLCA)
tirety is, however, just one
of the ways the Black
AIDS Institute believes the
African-American community and all communities
affected by the virus can
really work toward ending
the epidemic.
In their latest report,
“Light At The End Of The
Tunnel: State of AIDS In
Black America,” released
on National Black AIDS
Day, the Black AIDS Institute lays out a five-point
plan they believe will help
stop the virus in its tracks.
Plans include retooling
African-American organizations to better address
the evolving needs of
those living with and fighting against contracting
HIV and AIDS and increasing the demand for treatment.
One major point recommends
supporting
those living with the disease to come out and disclose their status.
“A part of that disclosure is having people who
are HIV positive to share
their stories and help
maintain a support system,” said McKinleyBeach. “We also know that
those who disclose are
more likely to be in treatment, which makes them

less likely to transmit the
disease.”
In an effort to increase
disclosure, the Black AIDS
Institute has also developed “Positively Out,” a
program to help people living with the disease get
the tools they need to
know when and who to tell
their status.
Despite all the efforts
to educate and uplift, HIV
still remains a serious
issue for the African-American community, one that
can’t be deemed important
just one day out of the
year.
In a December 2012
CDC report, the rate of incidence among AfricanAmerican women had
decreased by 21 percent,
although among all young
men who have sex with
men, the rate had gone up
by 22 percent.
Young black gay and
bisexual men now account
for more infections than
any other subgroup.
“It doesn’t mean that
we need to stop being diligent, doesn’t mean we
should take our eyes off
the ball. There’s much
more work to do and each
one of us can do a part in
taking on that work,” finished Fields.

Donate books to literacy program
ST. PETERSBURG —
Help bring the joy of reading to children who may
not otherwise have books
in their lives. A drive to collect books for Goodwill’s
BookWorks preschool literacy program began Feb.
1 and runs through March
15.
People in Pinellas,
Hillsborough, Polk, Pasco,
Hernando and Marion
counties are asked to donate new or like-new
books for children ages 25.
Goodwill’s BookWorks
program promotes literacy
by putting books into the
hands of children from
low-income
families.
Goodwill volunteers read
to groups of preschool
children at Head Start centers and other locations
and then present each
child with a personalized
book to take home.
To donate books, attach a note indicating they
are “For BookWorks” and
drop them off at any Good-

accommodations were segregated.
Recalling all the times
she was forced to ride in
the back of the bus, Rogers
explained to the younger
generation in attendance
what isn’t in the history
books. She talked of barriers on the bus you weren’t
allowed to go beyond if you
were black. The real expectation of the time was that
you stand.
“We did not sit. You had
to stand up, because we
weren’t Rosa Parks,” she
noted as more laughter
filled the room at her candidness. It was clear that
Rogers did what she was
told and didn’t make any
waves. “If the white person
who got on the bus looked
at you funny, or if you were
asked to move by the bus
driver, that’s what you did.”
A transplant from Georgia when she was only in
the first grade, Rogers attended Davis Academy, the
only school allotted to educate African Americans. A
school she was forced to attend even though other
“white” schools were closer
to her home. Denied an education based on her worth
and instead receiving one
dictated by the color of her
skin, Rogers can’t help feeling a sense of pride in the
schooling she did receive.
“Let me tell you, the
nurturing, the teaching, the
love, kindness, care and
concern was there,” she expressed to an audience eagerly nodding their heads
in agreement.
Rogers
remembers
each staff member at Davis
Academy as being extremely involved, making it
difficult for students to get
away with any activity other
than learning. “If you did
this week, you were
blessed because next week
you were going to get
caught,” she said.
This same feeling of
community was evident in
Roger’s neighborhood as
well. A resident of
Methodist Town, she easily
recalled her old address although decades have
passed since she last lived
there.
“We were a tightly knit
community,” Rogers confided. “The entire community raised you. You
couldn’t do anything down
the street and get away
with it.”
Following the same
path as all black students of
the era, Rogers ended up at
Sixteenth Street Junior
High, the only middle
school for blacks. From
there she was shuffled into
Gibbs High to finish out
her education. Ironically
she lived only a few blocks
from St. Petersburg High at
the time of her admission
but was not allowed to go
there.

Mamie Rogers
Eventually the process
of desegregation allowed
for Rogers to attend St.
Pete High, becoming one
of the first black students
integrated in a school initially created for whites.
“I was chosen as one of
the eight or so students to
try to integrate that school,”
she reminisced proudly.
Rogers went on to discuss other barricades
blacks had to hurdle just to
survive. From the separate
water fountains for blacks
and
whites
erected
throughout St. Petersburg,
to downtown department
stores that wouldn’t allow
African Americans access,
segregation was rampant
throughout the city.
Rogers told of the few
stores such as Kress and
McCrory’s that allowed
blacks to shop there, but
reminded the audience that
discrimination was still
present even in areas of
town where African Americans frequented.
“Even in Webb’s City
where we spent all our
money there was still a
black fountain and a white
fountain,” Rogers explained, educating the
crowd.
The second floor of department stores was also
forbidden for black shoppers, even in the areas
where African Americans
were normally permitted to
shop. “We had to do all of
our shopping on the first
floor. You weren’t allowed
to go where all the clothing
and everything else was,”
she said.
What may come as the
biggest surprise to recent
residents, or the city’s
youth, is the intensity of the
time. What was happening

in marches, meetings and
speeches
throughout
Washington, D.C. and
Montgomery was also happening right here in St. Petersburg, a concept often
swept under the rug.
“I marched many times
here, right here in St. Petersburg,” Rogers recalled
as she portrayed secret
nightly meetings dedicated
to mounting campaigns.
They gathered by candlelight as to not arouse
suspicion. She spoke of the
many civil rights leaders
that came to this city and
wondered aloud why their
visits have never really
been publicized that much.
“Some people were injured,” Rogers confided,
“and some were hurt.
Many lost their way.”
But through it all
Rogers and her counterparts did what they could to
expose the unjustness of
segregation. They suffered
through the ridicule, stood
strong through their hardships and in the end paved
the way for future generations to live a better life.
She hopes her story
helps others realize their
potential and urges everyone young and old to not
squander their hard fought
for freedom.
“It really disturbs me to
see so many not doing anything with the opportunities that your fore parents
died for,” Rogers scolds.
“The world is at your feet.
Take advantage of it.”
Mamie Rogers’ story is
the third edition of The
Weekly Challenger’s four
part series dedicated to
preserving African-American history through the
eyes of those who lived it.





Ke’maria Eubanks received a book from
BookWorks volunteer Kathy Roegiers at
Woodlawn Head Start center in St. Petersburg
will-Suncoast store or do- still a love of books and
nation site. For donation reading in preschoolers to
locations, visit www.good- prepare them to succeed
will-suncoast.org or call in tomorrow’s workforce.
toll-free 888-279-1988.
Because early childhood
To volunteer for Book- literacy is linked to later
Works, call Goodwill Com- employability, BookWorks
munity
Relations
at supports Goodwill-Sun888-279-1988, ext. 1013 or coast’s mission of helping
1976.
people achieve their full
Goodwill’s BookWorks potential through the digprogram is designed to in nity and power of work.
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Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
between the
Last month,
IRS and local
former World
organizations,
Light
Midlike the Pineldleweight boxlas Prosperity
ing champion,
Par tnership.
Winky Wright
Vo l u n t e e r s
joined
the
must pass IRS
Pinellas Proscer tification
perity Partnertests and VITA
ship (formerly
sites are held
the
Wealth
to high stanBuilding Coalidards for servtion) to ring the
Winky Wright rings the opening bell
ice
and
opening bell for
for free tax preparation
accuracy. Last
the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) pro- year, Pinellas VITA sites helped 2,831
gram. Twelve VITA sites are now open people receive $4,990,570 in total rethroughout the county to help taxpayers turns.
This year, VITA sites are open at the
take the punch out of tax preparation
costs and get back all of the money they following locations:
• James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood
are entitled to.
Family Center
Generally, workers with household
• Enoch Davis Center
incomes of under $51,000 can take ad• Childs Park YMCA
vantage of the free service offered by
• Daystar Life Center
VITA sites. Some more complex re• Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of
turns, such as those reporting income
Commerce
from rental property, are outside the
• Lealman and Asian Neighborhood
scope of service for the VITA program.
Family Center
Required documentation includes valid
• High Point Neighborhood Family
picture I.D.; social security cards for the
Center
taxpayer, spouse and children; and W-2
• GRAYDI Neighborhood Family
forms and other income documentation
Center
from all jobs worked in 2011. It is also
• Mattie Williams Neighborhood
helpful to bring a blank check with your
Family Center
bank account number and routing num• Inter Cultural Advocacy Institute
ber so that any refund due can be direct
Hispanic Outreach Center
deposited into the account of the tax• Martin Luther King Jr. Neighborpayer. If you have a copy of last year’s
hood Family Center
completed return form, bringing that
• Union Academy Neighborhood
along might speed up the preparation of
Family Center.
this year’s tax return form. VITA sites
Days and hours of operation at the
provide copies of the forms upon completion, so those who don’t have it this VITA sites vary. Therefore, clients are
year will be able to hold onto it and encouraged to visit www.Taxes-4Free.com or call 211 to see when sites
bring it back next year.
The VITA program is a partnership are open.

This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of their
children’s lives.

“My child is currently two years old
and is enrolled in the Hook on Phonics
Program. I frequently visit her classroom and sometimes I am a guest
speaker in the program.
I am always available to talk with
the classroom teacher. I believe that
education is very important and is
stressed in my home.
“We attend church on a regular
basis making sure that Christ is first in
my family’s life. I also serve as volunteer at a church after-school program.”

Niki Johnson

“I attend school functions and most extracurricular afterschool activities with
my children. I seldom just
drop them off, I remain with
them!
“Also I check daily on my
children via the school district’s Parent Connect (Portal). The Portal is an online
service provided by the
schools.”

India Johnson, single mother
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Former ‘Challenger’ columnist and unsung hero
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Talk to almost anyone who
has paid attention to city politics for the last 40 years, and
Winifred S. Foster’s name is
bound to come up.
For some, she is a gadfly
— a person who provokes
others into action by criticism — for others she is the
embodiment of civic participation and responsibility.
Regardless of which
viewpoint you hold, all agree
her heart is in the right
place. There is no doubt that
Foster has made a career of
keeping city staff, officials,
want-to-be politicians and a
range of other movers and
shakers around town on
their toes since she first
rolled into town in 1970.
Foster moved to St. Pete
from Providence, R.I., a
stronghold of northern liberalism. To say the least, the
social climate and racial politics of St. Petersburg meant
culture shock for the 43-year
old-mother of three.
“I did not want to move
to St. Pete. I thought it
would be very racist — and
it was,” Foster said.
As a member of the
League of Women Voters,
she reviewed the city charter and became outraged
when she discovered that it
stated: “Negros are not allowed to live beyond Fifteenth Avenue South or be
in downtown after sundown.”
Foster then went to officials at City Hall and demanded to know if they
were aware that the Civil
Rights Act had been passed
in 1964.
The flabbergasted officials informed her that they
simply had not printed any
new charters since the act
had been passed.
“[They] made a City
Council watcher out of me
[that day] and I’ve been
watching ever since,” Foster
said.
She retained two copies

of the pre-Civil Rights Act
version of the city charter
and has since donated one
of them to USFSP Special
Collections at the Nelson
Poynter Memorial Library
along with a host of other
historical materials.
Foster began writing for
The Weekly Challenger
around that same time and
at one point wrote three
weekly columns.
She recalls many arguments with Cleveland Johnson, the Challenger’s founder
and editor, and attributes
them to the fact that she was
far more liberal than he, particularly in the area of
women’s rights.
Winnie explained that in
the early 1970s, she was one
of the founding “mothers” of
our local National Organization for Women chapter. In
that capacity, she made inroads with a contact in the
City Personnel Department,
now known as Human Resources, and that contact
was feeding her information
about unfair hiring and promotion decisions regarding
women.
She wrote an article exposing these practices
which she intended to publish in one of her Challenger
columns.
Unbeknownst to her, the
city had gotten wind of her
plan. The next day, according to Foster, she went to the
office. Johnson’s door was
closed. She was told by staff
that officials from the city
were in there speaking with
him.
After they left, Johnson
called her into his office and
told her that the Challenger
would not run her article because the City had threatened to pull all their
advertising.
“What else could I do? I
quit,” she confided.
She turned her attentions elsewhere. Among her
many early efforts, she
helped to organize a peace
activist group, People for
Peace, and held protests at



 


Courtesy of

Debbie McFarlane, left, with Winifred Foster.
Williams Park in protest of
the Vietnam War. She is still
organizing for peace today
through her efforts to help
stop drone attacks in the
Middle East and Africa.
In 1972, she worked to
elect James B. Sanderlin, the
first black County Judge,
and later the first black Circuit Court Judge. As late as
2008, she was involved with
People Acting Together for
Change to stop violence and
level the playing field for
black youth in Midtown.
She was appointed to the
first City Revenue Sharing
Allocation Commission to
disperse federal grant
money and later served for
12 years on the state board
of the Florida Consumer Action Network.
For many years and long
before it became hip, she
was involved in urban agriculture. In 1986, she and
Sarah Thomas, the first
black teacher at Gulfport Elementary School, helped organize the 4-H garden on
30th Avenue South. She is
still organizing for urban
agriculture today through
her work with St. Pete Sustainable Urban Agriculture
Coalition.
Her advocacy and exploits on behalf of social jus

tice organizations, civil
rights, voter registration,
and the environment are
never ending, legendary
and far too numerous to
name here.
She is currently the executive director of the Sojourner Truth Center, which
she founded in 2000. The
center addresses a broad
range of issues related to
human rights and the environment. It is situated in the
home she has occupied
since she first moved to St.
Petersburg, in the Bahama
Shores neighborhood.
In January of 2006, she
received the Unsung Hero
Award and according to the
Tampa Bay Times, the citizen of the month award
from the Council of Neighborhoods. She continues to
make her indelible mark
upon the city and weave her
energy and spirit throughout its multicolored and multidimensional fabric.
She fondly calls St. Petersburg home and recently
reflected, “In the 43 years
since I moved here, I have
learned a lot. There are so
many good people here who
bring knowledge and accomplishments from all over
the world.”

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

 



 


H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

       

     

      


     
    
     


 


      



      
    


 
     
 
     
       

    






      
      

      
      

       

 
      


       
       


BUSINESS DIRECTORY











   





  


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

  

 










 


 




 

                     

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2013

COMMUNITY NEWS
A teaching mother: Making a
difference in children

‘Race-Baiter’
ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fresh from the Tampa Bay
Times Festival of Reading,
Eric Deggans, Tampa Bay
Times television and media
critic, spoke to a standing
room only crowd last
month about his book
“Race-Baiter: How the
Media Wields Dangerous
Words to Divide a Nation.”
Held at the St. Petersburg Main Library, Deggans explained that his
book was inspired by pundits such as Bill O’Reilly,
Sean Hannity and others
that have tried to quiet his
work, criticizing his views
on race and accusing him
of race-baiting.
During an April 27, 2008
broadcast of Fox News’
“The O’Reilly Factor,” host
Bill O’Reilly said, “Millions
of Americans of all colors
are fed up with race-baiters
and accusations of racism,”
he went on to say, “Deggans takes delight in branding people racists.”
The decision to write
“Race-Baiter” arose in the
aftermath of the Trayvon
Martin shooting that occurred in Sanford on February 26, 2012. Deggans
was appalled at the way in
which media portrayed
Martin and how they
raided the Martin’s private
social media accounts looking for evidence that he
was somehow a villain.
“In a fragmented media
culture, hate sells …
stereotypes are a seductive
way to understand the
world,” related Deggans.
He explained that portrayals of minorities in the
media reflect how the majority of society views and
treats people, and the concepts laid out in his book
can be applied not only to
African Americans but to
many marginalized groups.

  



 



Eric Deggans reads from “Race-Baiter”

A fan waits for a signed copy of Deggans’ book.
When people think of
media today, he explained,
people think of cable television news, which he feels
that the people who are
watching these outlets are
receiving opinions disguised as real news.
“MSNBC and Fox
News are downgrading all
journalism in an effort to
win the political and ratings
fight … newspapers often
get blamed for the antics of
cable TV news outlets,”
Deggans admonished.
He
chided
Public
Broadcasting System’s Bill
Moyers for always presenting the left or progressive
side of the issues on his
news show, and criticized
National Public Radio for
their very liberal stance
catering to “college educated middle class white

   



        



people.”
Deggans expressed the
fear that most people today
watch only the news that
represents their particular
bias and validates their particular opinion. He reminded the audience that
the question is, “How do
you present the news in a
fair and balanced way?”
He pointed out that the
media has great power and
great responsibility that
goes along with that power.
He posed the question:
“How can you be an honest
broker?”
“Don’t be afraid to become an honest broker;
talk about race; put the
messages on the table.
Don’t be afraid to ask the
questions or burst the bubble,” Deggans said answering his own question.

      



  

ST. PETERSBURG – For
52 years, Izella McCree has
been passionate about doing
what she loves most; educating children. She’s a teacher,
grandmother, and servant.
Mother McCree, as she is affectionately called, celebrates
71 years of her legacy.
“I wake up every morning thanking God for his
goodness and mercy,” said
McCree. “I am so blessed to
enjoy the endeavors that God
has assigned to me and the
wonderful people that he has
placed in my life especially
children.”
McCree, or “Grandma”
as many of the children make
reference to her, is making as
much of a difference in lives
now as she did in 1960 when
she started teaching at Mt.
Zion Progressive Day Care
and Kindergarten.
As a teacher at the day
care and kindergarten, she
had the pleasure of seeing
young minds transformed
into great walks of life. From
her own family of McCree
children to the Givins, Houston and Carter children, reading was a must.
“Reading is a fundamental element of achieving and
understanding,” said McCree. “When a child learns to
read they begin to see a
whole new world. They can
see the promises of God by
reading their bible and understand people by learning
what they know.”
In October 1973, her passion to teach, love for children
and gift of reading took her to
the Pinellas County System
where she taught at Lakewood Elementary. It was
there that students like Stevie
Thomas would benefit from
her passion to teach and experience as a parent. Students like Thomas is also
what kept her inspired to
teach.
“Stevie was a little pistol,”
said McCree. “He would
come to school and if he decided that was a day that he
wanted to do work then he

Izella McCree
would. But if he thought that
he didn’t want to do his work
then he wouldn’t.”
As all good teachers do,
McCree wouldn’t let a child
decide what was going to
happen in her classroom.
“Learning is a must and
the time is now. I had to find
the connector to motivate
him. Once he saw value in
himself and the importance of
reading, his whole attitude
changed. I simply encouraged him to do his very best,”
she explained
As a mother of five children, McCree has had her
share successfully motivating
children. Amongst her children, there are two master
degrees, four bachelor’s degrees, an administrator, four
teachers/life coaches, five entrepreneurs and two senior
pastors.
In 2004, McCree “retired”
from teaching, which lasted
five months. Her former principal, Ray Tampa, asked if she
would consider helping a few
kids each week in reading.
Just a few hours he said.
Those few hours kept adding
up, and she hasn’t stopped
yet. Now, teaching reading at
Sanderlin Elementary, her
dream of every child learning
to read continues on.
Although semi-retired,

grass doesn’t grow under her
feet as the saying goes. She
enjoys attending football and
basketball games. Being a
grandmother of 15 children,
she has her share of games to
attend.
When not at a local gym
or stadium, she spends time
tutoring students, and of
course, there’s church. She’s
the ultimate encourager.
When her son, Pastor Dexter
McCree, was having the first
baptism for the church,
Anointed Word Fellowship,
she joined in the baptism to
encourage other younger
parishioner’s to do likewise. It
was a rededication to the call
on her life.
“When my time on earth
is over, I want to know that I
made a difference in someone’s life and I helped them to
see what was never visible to
them before,” said McCree.
“I want to encourage children to dream and make your
dreams become a reality. I
want to know that God used
me to put a smile on someone’s face that they may have
joy in their heart. I want the
master to say, ‘Well done thy
good and faithful servant. You
have made a difference in the
lives of my people, especially
my children.’”

Champion of education
From DAVIS , page 1

PROJECT CRADLE CARE

EDUCATION FAIR

Premature birth is the number one cause of death during
the first month of life. About 13 percent of all birth defects
affect babies born to very young mothers. Adolescent
childbearing presents health risks to both mother and baby
and has long term consequences for society.
The goal of this free Education Fair is to provide information
about issues related to prenatal and post-natal care to parents,
teenage girls and boys, teachers, counselors, churches and
community groups.

Come join us Sat., Feb. 16, from 3-5 p.m.
at the James Weldon John Library ~ Community Room,
1059 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
on Sat., Feb. 16, from 3-5 p.m.
The education fair is sponsored by
Epsilon Beta Sigma Chapter Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.
in partnership with The March of Dimes and
The Pinellas County Health Department.

a touchdown – and what did
the Gladiators’ band do?
They played “Dixie.”
The Gibbs students
loved the turnaround. “It
gave them self-esteem,’’
Davis said at the time.
“I shall always remember his goal to have black
students achieve at high
academic levels. He did
many things to make it
possible for them to become high achievers,”
said Robert Safransky, a
longtime colleague in the
Pinellas County school
district.
Self-esteem was a value
Davis tried to instill in youngsters in many ways. Toward
that end, he founded Ebony
Scholars in 1984 as a motivational tool. The organization
targeted elementary school
pupils who were maintaining
a high grade average. If the
youngsters carried a 3.0 by
the time they reached high
school, they joined the
Ebony Scholars Academic
Club, which discussed career
options, examined college
opportunities and studied social etiquette. They also
completed an eight-week
Toastmasters International
youth leadership program to
develop their communication
and leadership skills – and
each year, graduating seniors
received scholarships.
Each year, the graduating
luncheon had an emotional
impact upon Davis. In a program for one of the lunch-

eons, he wrote: “These students become like your own
children. You worry about
them and pray that they will
make the correct choices in
their journey through high
school. It is a happy sadness
as they show that they have
become young adults.”
It was that rapport with
and affection for his students,
plus his personal integrity,
that earned Davis widespread
respect in the community. He
also helped found the African
American Voter Registration
and Education Committee, a
group that pushed through
single-member voting districts to give African Americans a better chance at
winning elected office.
“Vyrle Davis was a giant
among men,” said community leader Gwen Reese. “He
was the consummate educator. He was knowledgeable,
experienced, and committed
to providing a quality education to all students. I respected and admired him.”
Davis became Pinellas
County’s first black area superintendent in 1986. Longtime district employees still
recall that he would attend
special occasions such as
Christmas luncheons and deliver impressive blessings.
He retired in 1995, but
continued to push for academic success for students. In 1998, he founded
Concerned Organizations
for Quality Education for
Black Students.

“There were some great
years, and some good kids,”
he said in 2007. “I just look
back over my career and I’m
so happy things have been
done. And people have been
so good to me.”
Safransky worked with
Davis on African-American
Voter
Research
Education
Committee,
COQEBS and Ebony
Scholars, even after he
began struggling with
Parkinson’s Disease.
“Even though his physical disability challenged his
ability to function as well as
before, he still performed at
a very high level.” Safransky said. “He also
found ways to attract people
to become supporters of
those three organizations.”
Davis is survived by
Mozell Davis, the couple’s
daughter, Celeste, and
close family friend Lynnette James Hardy.
“His wife and daughter
were tremendous,” said Watson Haynes. “They took time
off from work to take care of
him. I believe he lived longer
than he would have because
of their devotion. They
made sure he was always
dressed up, even at his
house, so he would be ready
if someone came over.”
A visitation will be held
Fri., Feb. 8 from 4-6 p.m. at St.
Petersburg High School, and
a service will be held at 11
a.m. Sat., Feb. 9, at First Unity
Church, 460 46th Ave. N.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Local artist battles graffiti
stereotype
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

Celestial (Latin Jazz) Orchestra
bring joyful sounds to the
Carrollwood Cultural Center
Last Friday night was a night of pure joy
and excitement at the Carrollwood Cultural
Center in Tampa. This heavy dose of excitement was brought about by the dynamic concert performance presented by the Tampa –
based Celestial (Latin Jazz) Orchestra.
With the room at just about full capacity,
the Carrollwood Auditorium was bursting
with in-time rhythmic clapping with the uptempo tunes that the orchestra played. At
about the beginning of the third tune, dancers
started to venture onto the dance floor that
had been especially set-up for the evening.
Many of the dance onlookers were doubly entertained watching the couples execute playfully and sensually their personal renditions
of Salsa, Cha-Cha-Cha, Merenque, Rumba
and Mambo.
The Celestial (Latin Jazz) Orchestra had
a most interesting beginning. It began when
Andrew Maldonado, Frankie Bermudez and
Juan Santana discovered they possessed the
same vision. After many years of performing
independently, these three talented musicians
believe that the crossing of their paths again
in later years was meant to fulfill what they envision is their personal “mission from heaven,”
performing for their mutually accepted
“higher power.”
Believing that this was their destiny, they
searched and found other musicians who felt
the same as they did and formed the Celestial
Orchestra; a musical vehicle to spread “The
Word.” Encouraged by each other’s friendship and strong faith, these musicians blend
their melodic talents to perform music that
will make their audiences want to sing, dance
and give thanks for being alive.

Members of this dynamic orchestra and
their prospective instruments are Andrew
Maldonado, conga; Frankie Bermudez, bongos, José Rivera, timbales, Juan Santana,
trumpet, Nelly Quiles, vocal, Luis Quintana,
vocal, Sergio Quintana, vocal, Jahn Morales,
vocal, Charlie Sanchez, trumpet, Patrick
McKenzie, trumpet, José Cruz, trombone,
Jimmy Quiles, bass, and Leyo Carillo, keyboards.
Tunes performed during the first set of
Friday’s evening concert: Oye Como Va (Listen How It Goes), Que Te Pasa (What’s
Wrong With You?), Mama Guela (Grandma),
Lady Bird, Lo Que Paso Paso (What Happened Happened).
The second set presented tunes such as:
Pa Gozar (To Have Fun), Libro De Amor
(Book of Love), Green Dolphin Street, Soy
Venecedor (I’m a Conqueror), Testigo De Tu
Amor (Witness of Your Love), El
Todopoderoso (The Great Almighty).
The Celestial (Latin Jazz) Orchestra looks
forward in continuing with a busy schedule in
Tampa Bay area churches and jazz venues
using their signature upbeat tempo to express
their way of life. If you get the opportunity,
definitely get out to see them.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at: jazzjamm@aol.com You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm,
c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King
St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

ST. PETERSBURG – An
artist having an “artistic license” of expression is a
relatively new term. In fact,
in medieval times if an
artist was not ruled as a
sanctioned artist by the
church, their art was considered a sin. This is
where local artist Austin
David got the inspiration
for his business, Artissin
(Art is sin).
His business handles
the manufacturing and selling of artistic aerosols, a
term coined by David himself. The concept also follows the idea that street
art, or graffiti, is essentially
illegal.
He created his business
because of the lack of
American companies who
catered to street art or
urban style artists. Most
street artists have to go online to order their spray
paints from overseas, but
Artissin is based right here
in St. Pete with their manufacturing company located
in Chicago.
Growing up in the
Bronx in New York, David
discovered graffiti at the
tender age of eight. Although it was an outlet for
his artistic imagination,
graffiti embodied an undesired stereotype of gangs
and other criminal elements. So he put down his
spray can and went to nursing school.
He moved to St. Petersburg about 10 years ago
after his mother was diagnosed with cancer, and decided to stay on even after
her triumph over the disease to help monitor her
health. Here David discovered our lively artistic community, quit his nursing job
and created Artissin.
“The name was developed from the concept of
the past and present in the
ever changing form of art,”
explained David.
Although his business
has been up and running
for two years, the idea to

A few weeks ago, Austin David had a few
children come to his studio with their parents
and taught them how to spray paint using the
back walls of his building

Austin David
start the company was in
motion for quite some
time. It was a very long and
hard road for David to find
a manufacturing company
in the United States. Since
spray paint has never been
sold as an artistic utensil in
America, no one wanted to
back up his idea.
“No one wanted to help
me. No one wanted to sell
me anything in this country, and if I’m going to
make something and sell
something, it has to be
made in this country,” said
David.
After much research
and pleading, a company in
Chicago decided to make
his product. Artissin artistic aerosol has since then
become very successful.
With vendors in many of
the major cities along the

east coast, and at a price
cheaper than any other
spray paint found in stores
or online, David’s company
is booming.
Located at 2313 Central
Ave., the Artissin studio is
shared with a friend who
suffers from Aspergers
Syndrome, a form of high
functioning autism that
makes expressing emotions and communication
with others difficult. David
assists his friend by working on his dream of ultimately opening an anime
shop, which would cater to
those who are interested in
Japanese animation. Every
Sunday, individuals of the
anime club they started
come and meet at the studio.
“I talk to them and
mentor them. A lot of the
individuals who come on
Sunday are special needs
people or suffer from behavioral or developmental
problems,”
explained
David.
In his efforts to support
other local artist, he hangs
other people’s artwork in
the entry way of his studio.
“I try to not be like
everyone else. I try to give
everyone a fair chance,”
David said with a humble
demeanor.
For more information,
visit www.artissin.com.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Florida Native named
All-American HS
football player of
the year
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG Standing 6’3 and weighing
in at 240 pounds, Derrick
Henry shattered the national career rushing
record for a high school
running back, which stood
since the Eisenhower era.
The record was held by
Ken Hall who rushed for a
career total 11,232 (19501953). Hall is now 77 years
old.
A force to be reckoned
with, Henry will soon sign
with the National Champions Alabama Crimson
Tide. He hails from a
small town in Florida
called Yulee that would
shut down on Friday
nights to watch him run
through the opposing defenses.
He amassed 12,124
over his career. During the
span of one season, Henry
produced a 400 yard game
and a 500 yard game as
well. He also led his team
to the state semi finals.
What separates Henry
from most backs is the fact
that he possesses a rare
blend of size and speed.

Derrick Henry
This 240 pounder has been
clocked at 4.5 seconds in
the 40 yard dash. Yulee
head coach Bobby Ramsey
once watched Henry eat
$40 worth of McDonald’s
in one sitting.
Alabama has been producing great backs over
the last several years with
the likes of Mark Ingram
and Trent Richardson.
There are not many backs
around the NCAA that are
the physical specimen that
Henry is.
Already enrolled at Alabama, Henry is bound to
make a name for himself
during his tenure in
Tuscaloosa.

Venus Williams pulls
out of Qatar Open

Venus Williams
DOHA, Qatar (AP) —
Venus Williams has withdrawn from next week’s
Qatar Open due to an ongoing lower back injury.
The
23rd-ranked
Williams has been hampered by back problems
since the Australian Open.
She missed the Open
GDF Suez tournament
and will skip the upcoming Fed Cup match
against Italy because of
the injury.
Andrea Hlavackova
will replace Williams in

the Qatar tournament.
Williams
lost
in
straight sets to Maria
Sharapova in the third
round of the Australian
Open, and then lost in the
quarterfinals of the doubles alongside younger
sister Serena.
Serena Williams, who
complained of back pain
during her Australian
Open quarterfinals loss to
American
Sloane
Stephens, is scheduled to
play at Qatar, as is topranked Victoria Azarenka.

High school basketball
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — If
you have been keeping up
with the spin on the local
high school basketball
scene, then you know that
this is a very critical time
for several teams. This
weekend the districts will
be decided in Pinellas
County. The district that
features Boca Ciega, Gibbs
and Lakewood is very intriguing.
Those teams
have played some very intense games against each
other.
Gibbs is considered a
frontrunner to win the district, however let’s not forget last year they were
upset by Bogie and missed
the playoffs. This year the
Gladiators’ intense and stifling defense has kept them
on a roll since the Christ-

mas break, and with
Shaquille Speights being
back after serving a mandated four week suspension, the outcome should
be different this year.
If they advance, the
Gladiators will have a huge
challenge when they face
Tampa Jesuit who has several players who can pose a
threat offensively.
The Boca Ciega Pirates,
who has been plagued by
slow and dismal starts,
could be a dark horse. In
order for them to be effective, they must rid themselves of such shoddy
playing in the early stages
of the game. Their leading
scorer Dallas Moore, who
is coming off of a groin injury, will be a key component in their quest to make
it to the district final.
Last but not least, the
Lakewood Spartans are sit-

ting on the fence as they
are capable of beating both
the Pirates and the Gladiators. Jacoby Boykins, one
of their hit playmakers, is
back.
Anthony “He Can Shoot
it
From
Anywhere”
Lawrence always comes up
big, but will need some
help from the rest of his
teammates if the Spartans
are to advance. There are
other teams with playoff
implications such as St.

Pete, a state finalist from
last season. The Seminole
Warhawks are lurking as
well as are Shorecrest and
St. Pete Catholic.
This has to be pound for
pound one of the toughest
districts in the state. However, in my opinion the
team that is playing the defense will come out on top.
Based on what I have seen
throughout the year, the
nod goes to the Gibbs Gladiators.

Mayor defends New Orleans after
Super Bowl outage
NEW ORLEANS (AP) —
New Orleans’ mayor defended his city days after a
power outage plunged the
Super Bowl into 34 minutes
of darkness, while authorities still baffled by the
cause announced they
were bringing in a consultant to help investigate.
The outage that embarrassed New Orleans as it
sought to showcase its rebound from the devastation
of Hurricane Katrina happened despite hundreds of
thousands of dollars of improvements to decaying
utility lines, documents
show.
Mayor Mitch Landrieu
sought to put an upbeat
spin on the matter at a
news conference Tuesday,
saying the city’s performance as host was near flawless despite the lights-out
episode.
“The 34 minutes of
darkness will never overshadow or outshine the city
of New Orleans and how
we performed this Super
Bowl week,” Landrieu said.
He also said the outage
won’t pull the plug on city
plans to bid for an 11th
Super Bowl in 2018. It last
hosted a Super Bowl in
2002, three years before
Katrina swamped the city.
Concerned the Superdome might not be able to
handle the energy needed
for its first Super Bowl
since Katrina, officials
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on upgrades to decayed utility
lines, according to the documents obtained by The
Associated Press.
The improvements apparently weren’t enough,
however, to prevent the
glaring third quarter outage that was as much
talked about as the Baltimore Ravens’ 34-31 victory
over the San Francisco
49ers.
Still, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said
the city did a terrific job

Ravens celebrate Super Bowl win.
hosting this time. “I fully
expect that we will be back
here for Super Bowls,” he
said.
On Tuesday, Superdome officials and the
power provider Entergy
New Orleans said they had
failed to find a cause for the
outage. They added they
would hire a consultant to
analyze their data. It wasn’t
clear how long an investigation would take.
“We thought it was important to get another party
looking at this to make sure
we were looking at everything that we need to,” Entergy spokesman Chanel
Lagarde said.
Tests on the electrical
feeders that connect incoming power from utility lines
to the stadium showed
decay and “a chance of failure,” state officials warned
in a memo dated Oct. 15.
The documents also show
that Entergy expressed
concern about the reliability of the service before the
Super Bowl.
The memo said Entergy
and the Superdome’s engineering staff “had concerns
regarding the reliability of
the Dome service from En-

tergy’s connection point to
the Dome.”
The memo was prepared for the Louisiana Stadium & Exposition District,
the state body responsible
for the Superdome.
Authorities
subsequently authorized spending nearly $1 million on
Superdome improvements,
including
more
than
$600,000 for upgrading the
dome’s electrical feeder
cable system, work that
was done in December.
“As discussed in previous board meetings, this
enhancement is necessary
to maintain both the Superdome and the New Orleans
Arena as top tier facilities,
and to ensure that we do
not experience any electrical issues during the Super
Bowl,” said an LSED document dated Dec. 19.
Superdome commission records show a
$513,250 contract to replace feeder cables was
awarded to Louisiana-based
Allstar Electric. Arthur
Westbrook, Allstar’s project
manager for the job, referred all questions to the
management company.
A lawyer for the LSED,

Larry Roedel, said a preliminary investigation found
the replacement work in
December did not appear
to have caused Sunday’s
outage.
And meters showed the
76,000-seat stadium was
drawing no more electricity
than it does during a typical
New Orleans Saints game,
according to Doug Thornton, vice president for the
Superdome’s management
company, SMG
He also ruled out Beyonce’s halftime performance. She brought her own
generator.
Officials with the utility
and the Superdome were
quick to note that an NFL
game, the Sugar Bowl and
the New Orleans Bowl also
were played there in recent
weeks.
Both Entergy and SMG
said Sunday that an “abnormality” occurred where stadium equipment intersects
with an Entergy electric
feed, causing a breaker to
create the outage. It remained unclear what the
abnormality was or why it
occurred.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Upcoming Events for Feb.
Feb. 8-9 - Mid-Winter Board
in Hull, Florida
Feb. 10 - Deacon Ordination

Services at St. Mark ~ 4 p.m. All
members, family and friends are
invited to attend.
Feb. 16 - General Mission
Reset Breakfdast Meeting at 10
a.m. for all Ministries of St.
Mark.
Feb. 17 - Right hand of Fellowship after Morning Worship Church
Outing ~ Galilee M. B. Church at
3:30 p.m.
Feb. 25-28 - National Baptist
Mid-Winter Board
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the

Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays
& Thursdays (closed during
holiday seasons and school
breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey for 2013 in His glory and
honor. We will saturate the
year with a focus to introduce
Jesus Christ to our community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season you have not visited a
church, we cordially invite you
to come and fellowship with
us!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sat., Feb. 9 at 10 a.m.
FMBC First Quarter Leadership Conference.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes

on Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We cele-

brate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Ministry to Singles Fun
and Fellowship Night is scheduled for Sat., Feb. 16, 2013
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Please
RSVP to Anna Bell Killen at
867-1963 if you plan to attend.
The Youth Ministry is



preparing for their Spring Harvest Fest, Saturday March 16,
2013 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
the grounds of Bethel Metropolitan. Come and enjoy Fun
and Games, a Grill Master
Cook Off, Cupcake Bake Off,
Line Dancing to gospel music
and many other events celebrating God’s favor and blessings with church family and
community.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchur ch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Have you seen them?
“Have you seen
them,” was the question
my husband asked me a
few weeks ago. When I
asked him what he was
talking about, he excitedly said “There were
only a few of them a
minute ago, but now
there’s a whole flock of
them now. Just look
through the kitchen
window.” I did and I saw
them also. There were
too many to count and
they were so fat. I
thought robins are nature’s first sign that notifies us that spring is
coming.
I remembered that
my granddad related a
religious Indian folklore
to us when we were
children. It was a legend
that the robin got its
reddish breast when
they tried to pull the
bloody thorns from the
head of Jesus Christ as
he hung on the cross.
Now, we knew that’s not
true, but I’ve always
found that to be quite inspirational.
We all know springtime always follows the
winter season, but to
see so many robins in
January caused me to
wonder why they are
showing up so early. I
know robins stop many
times along their migration route to the south
during
the
winter
months to feed and
breed. But I’ve never
seen them this far
ahead of the spring season announcing its arrival with their present.
Therefore, I pondered,
are they confused? Do
they not know what
time of the year it is or
what season this is?
I realized all of na-

ture is travailing waiting
for us as sons of God to
grow up [Romans 8:1922].
King Solomon’s wisdom taught us that
everything has a season
and a purpose. There’s a
time for every activity
under heaven [Ecclesiastes 3:1]. This was vital
information to the Hebrew Israelites living in
an agrarian society. It
was their harvest time
as well when battles
were fought to secure
or expand their land
holdings; as it should be
to us today even though
we are “citified.”
When Jesus served
his disciples, he said
when it is evening, “you
say, it will be fair
weather: for the sky is
red. And in the morning, it will be foul
weather today: for the
sky is red and overcast.
O you hypocrites, you
can discern the appearance of the sky; but can
you not discern the
signs of the times?”
[Matthew16:2, 3] Then
Jesus said to the crowd:
When you see a cloud
rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘it’s
going to rain, ‘and it
does [Luke 12:54].
Seeing all of those
robins in mid-January,
caused me to wonder
what season are we really in. From the
Mayan’s calendar up to
the Julian calendar and
all those in between
says we are in the winter season and still have
almost two months to
go before spring is
sprung.
Perhaps
Mother Nature is telling
us truthfully, we don’t
know what we don’t

know. Are we confused?
We are living in perilous times and Satan
has avowed that he was
going to confuse the
times and season. But
God has assured us that
He would shorten the
days for his elect’s sake
as the times are evil
[Matthew
24:22].
Therefore, Jesus will return as a thief in the
night and His saints will
be caught up to meet
him in the air.
The letter from John
to us stated: Dear children, this is the last
hour; and as you have
heard that the antichrist
is coming, even now
many antichrists have
come.” This is how we
know it is the last hour
[1 John 2:18]. This is all
the more urgent, for
you know how late it is;
time is running out.
Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than
when we first believed
[Romans 13:11].
Regardless of whose
confused as a blood
bought child of God you
cannot afford this luxury. We have been
made stewards of the
earth. So know this:
The end of all things is
near. Therefore, be
clearing minded and
self-controlled so that
you can pray [1 Peter
4:7]. In fact, unless the
Lord shortens that time
of calamity, not a single
person will survive. But
for the sake of his chosen ones he has shortened those days [Mark
13:20].
What I say to you, I
say
to
everyone:
‘Watch!’ [Mark 13:37]
Tweetly,
tweet,
tweet, tweet!

                             

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2013

